
eYapper – November 30, 2009 
   
The ABC's of Life 
{Kk} – Keep on Keepin’ On – There will be times in life when it seems like you are ready to 
throw in the towel.  You are ready to give up, give in and give out.  Don’t do it.  You didn’t come 
this far to stop.  You cannot “sit” your way anywhere.  Only you know what it will take for you to 
make it – so you must keep on keepin’ on! -  Byron V. Garrett 
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South High Late Start Tuesday, December 1st 
 
American Math Challenge 
Congratulations to Mr. Gerson and his Math Challenge “Team” of 20+ Calle Mayor students who 
competed in the 2009 American Math Challenge Competition!  Calle Mayor placed 8th in the 
Nation out of 1,329 schools and 3 of our Calle Competitors placed in the Top 100 Math students, 
Nationwide, out of 68,578 students in the competition! 
Congratulations to Yen S., Trent O. and Eric X. for their stellar accomplishment! 



Students aged from 9 – 14 across the United States are invited to participate in the exciting online 
American Math Challenge/MATHCOUNTS Online Challenge to battle it out for top school, top 
class and top student for 2009. 
Thank you Mr. Gerson for providing this opportunity for the students and for your true love of 
math! 
 
Calle Holiday Concert, – Another Sell Out! 
What would the holiday season be without music?  The Calle Bands and Choir, again played to a 
sold out audience at the Armstrong Theater last Tuesday night.  The Calle Jazz Band played 
jazzy renditions of the holiday favorites, as well as a John Coltrane piece called Blue Train with 
several improv soloists.  The angelic and melodic voices of the Choir really got the audience into 
the holiday mood with three favorites and the Concert Band entertained the audience with holiday 
tunes, including the ever popular Thanksgiving song – Turkey Drumsticks.  This humorous piece 
incorporated Pilgrim hats and yellow pencils.  The award winning Calle Wind Ensemble, played 2 
unique and diverse pieces along with the holiday tune – Ukrainian Bell Carol.  The evening finale 
was a combo of the Wind Ensemble and Choir in a medley of holiday songs called Christmas, 
Here We Come! 
A DVD of this Holiday Performance will be available for purchase.  Order forms will be coming 
home this week with your music student or contact Mr. Tim Nail. 
 
Support the Calle Physical Education Program. 
Student Council Sponsored See’s Candy Sale. 
Dream BIG – REALLY BIG!!! 
The Calle Physical Education department is doing just that.  Their long term vision is to provide 
the students with better facilities, including a changing room and an exercise equipment room 
(with equipment :) 
 
So please support the See’s Candy Sale – with orders due TOMORROW – Tuesday, December 
1st. 
 
Yummmmm……Chocolate…… 
Who can resist See’s Candy?  The Lollypops?  The Peanut Brittle?  The Awesome Bars???? 
Treat yourself or your friends and family.  Great last minute gifts.  Can’t decide what to buy?  
What about a See’s Gift Certificate?  Order forms can be picked up in the Calle office.  Please 
turn your orders in by Tuesday, December 1st.  A percentage of your purchase will support the 
P.E. program at Calle.  Thank you! 
 
Bulldog and Student of the Quarter Awards, Wednesday, December 2nd 
What is a Bulldog Award?  What is a Student of the Quarter Award? 
“Bulldog Award”s are a school-sponsored award.  Teachers at each grade level select up to two 
students in their classes that represents the ideas of a student that is involved at school and in 
the community.  Also, each quarter, the teachers select one student from each grade level who 
will be recognized as the “Student of the Quarter”, another school-sponsored award.  This is to 
recognize students who show academic achievement, citizenship, and/or improvement in the 
classroom.   
 
Calle Jazz Band and Choir to Perform at the Festival of the Trees, Torrance 
Memorial Medical Center, Wednesday, December 2nd, 6 p.m. 
The Festival of Trees is celebrating 26 years in the South Bay community tradition and is the 
perfect way to kick-off the holiday season.   
Fun activities for all ages: 

*Stroll through more than 30 beautifully decorated holiday themed trees *  
* Live musical entertainment by local talent * Pictures with Santa * Boutique shopping *  

* Face Painting * Food court * Cookie decorating * 



The Festival begins on December 1st and runs through Sunday, December 6th. 
For hours and details please to go the website: 

http://www.torrancememorial.org/Holiday_Festival.aspx 
 
Calle Mayor would like to thank our Business Partner, Torrance Memorial for all of their support of 
our academic, music and enrichment programs throughout the year.   
 
Honor Roll Awards, Thursday, December 3rd 
What are the Honor Roll Requirements? 
A minimum 3.50 grade point average (GPA) based on the achievement grade is required for 
Honor Roll membership. Grade point averages are not rounded off (a 3.49 is not rounded off to a 
3.50.)  All grades must be "A," "B," or "C."  All classes, including those taken at South High 
School, are used to determine eligibility. 
All citizenship grades must be "E" or "S."  Any student who earns a GPA of 3.5 or 
higher, but has a "U" or "N" on his report card is not eligible for the Honor Roll. 
 
Congratulations to all of the Calle Students who have achieved these requirements.  They will be 
recognized on Thursday and their names will be published in the upcoming Bulldog Barker 
Quarterly Newletter to be emailed and available to print from our Calle PTSA website sometime in 
January.  You will be notified when it is available. 
 
Beginning Band Holiday Concert, PTSA Association Meeting and 
Reflections Arts Education Program Awards, Tuesday, December 8th, 6:30 
p.m. 
Join us at this entertaining evening.  PTSA items will be for the association to approve of the 
nominating committee and the Honorary Service Committee, as well as to announce the winners 
of the PTSA sponsored Reflections Arts Education Program.  Then you will be entertained by the 
Beginning Band Holiday Concert – their “World Debut” – please plan to attend and support the 
music program at Calle. 
 
8th Grade Yearbook Dedications – Due Date, December 17th 
Dedications can be purchased for $15 and are due December 17th.  Dedication forms are 
available in the school office or at www.callemayor.tusd.org.  Please email Mrs. K. Lee with any 
questions.  Klee1@etusd.org 
 
Ongoing Programs and Reference Information 
  
PTSA Membership - Ongoing 
Please be a part of our Award Winning Calle Mayor Middle School PTSA. 
 It is never too late to join the largest volunteer child advocacy association in the nation.  PTSA 
membership envelopes can be picked up in the school office.  $7 buys you an entire year 
membership.   
 
Ralphs Community Contribution Program - Ongoing 
If you shop at Ralphs, please consider registering your Ralphs Rewards card, designating Calle 
Mayor Middle School as your Community Partner.  A percentage of almost all items purchased 
will be donated to Calle.  Have your Ralphs card handy (or if you are like many of us who use our 
telephone number) – prior to registering, contact Ralphs at 1-800-660-9003 for your Ralphs 
Rewards card number.  Then register at: 
http://www.ralphs.com/myralphs/703/Pages/community_contribution.aspx 
 



 
Got Magazines?   
Work in an Office with Magazines in the Waiting Room? - Ongoing 

•  As of right now, the 2009 dated magazine collection for our Community Partner, 
Torrance Memorial Medical Center and Hospital is ongoing.  Until there is a cure for 
every illness, there will be a need for hospitals and therefore there will be bored patients 
who need things to read.  Every little bit will help make someone’s hospital stay, just a bit 
more comfortable.  Please continue to drop off your magazines to the Calle office.  
Deposit them in the Labeled box under the counter.   

Thank you Calle families. 
 
Parent Connect Information UPDATE – A TUSD Provided Service 

•  All new students should have received their PIN and Password mailing.  Thank 
you for your patience. 

•  If you are having difficulty accessing your account, please remember that your PIN 
and Password are “Case Sensitive”.  Please type in exactly what is provided in 
your letter.  If you are still having difficulties, then contact Lona Guizar at 
LGuizar@tusd.org or (310) 533-4548 with any questions. 

•  Each FAMILY is assigned a PIN and Password for all students in that family.  So if 
your student has an older sibling, either at South High or at Calle, the PIN and 
Password will be the same for all siblings in a family.  Once you log in, you will be 
allowed to select which student’s Parent Connect record you would like to view. 

•  Just a reminder – Parent Connect is for Parents ONLY.  If a student wants to check 
on their missing assignments, etc., they need to ask their parents to log in for 
them. 

  
Parent Connect is an opportunity for parents and students to check their progress in each of their 
classes online. Parent Connect is part of a larger online system that Torrance schools are now 
using to help keep track of vital student records. This program allows parents to have “read-only” 
access to this information. 
  
Health Office News – School Note Version 2 – Includes Student’s Grade 
Level 

• Parent Helps – Printable School Note.  As a parent, ever wonder what to write on a return 
to school note for your child?  What if you need to pick up your child early? Or if your 
child is tardy? What about if your child will be picked up by someone else?  Attached is a 
fill in the blank template that you can use to handle all of these situations.  Please make 
sure to send your student with a note, since a student will receive detention if a signed 
parent note is not provided within 24 hours of a student’s absence. 

  
Ask the eYapper: 
Sick Student?  How Do I Get the Assignments and Homework? 
With the record number of students absent so far this year, and with our past track record of 
having the highest attendance in the whole Torrance School system, many Calle parents have 
not had to deal with how to get assignments and homework at the Middle School. 
Please note - ….you are not at Elementary School anymore……. 
At the beginning of the school year, your student should find a Homework Buddy – this would be 
someone that they know or get to know.  They should have this person’s phone number. 
Absent one (1) day.  If your child is absent for one day they should call their Homework Buddy for 
the class assignments and homework.  The Buddy needs to notice and be aware that the other 
person is absent, and collect the assignment information, handouts and homework. 



Absent two (2) consecutive days.  If your child has missed one day of school and is staying home 
for another day – what you need to do is to call the office BEFORE 10 a.m. on the second day 
and speak to the school secretary, Barbara Hayden (310) 533-4548 extension “0” (Zero).  Explain 
that your child is sick for their second day and request their homework and assignments.  Barbara 
will contact the teachers and make every effort to gather the work needed.  Please do not contact 
the teacher directly for the homework and assignments.  All requests are to go through the Calle 
office.  A packet of work will be available to pick up in the Calle office AFTER 3 p.m. on the 
second day.  It is recommended that you call to confirm that the packet is available to pick up, 
before driving over to the school. 
 
Power Lunch – New Program at Calle – Parents PLEASE READ 
Has your student missed class assignments?  Falling a bit behind?  Needs extra help?  Calle has 
begun a new and exciting program called Power Lunch.  It is by invitation only, but is an 
opportunity for them to catch up.  Please take a moment to read the attached document on Power 
Lunch for all of the details.  Also, make sure to discuss with your student how important it is to 
attend Power Lunch should they receive an invitation. 
 
Math Club – Another New Program at Calle – Parents PLEASE READ 
Is your child having difficulty in Math?  Didn’t score Proficient on the last standardized tests?  
Needs help with their Math homework?  Please take advantage of this FREE program provided 
by Calle to assist and improve your student’s math skills.  Tuesday and Thursdays after school.  
Please read the attached Math Club letter attached for more details. 
  
Events Made Possible this Month by the Calle Mayor Middle School PTSA 
Library 
Calle Mayor Middle School PTSA Website 
Adventures in Art Workshop #2 – Rows of Lavender – A Workshop in Perspective Painting 
Weekly eYapper 
Red Book 
Reflections Arts Education Program 
Direct Donation Chow Down 
  
School News 
CALLE MAYOR STUDENT BULLETIN 
  
UNEXCUSED ABSENCES – In order to increase the motivation to bring in absence 
excuses, all students who forget to bring in their written excuses will receive a lunch 
detention.  So please remember to turn in your absence excuses before school starts in 
the morning.  Thank you and have a detention-free lunch.  Ms. Swiger 
PICKING UP TRASH – Attention all Students:  Please keep our campus trash and bird free.  Pick 
up after yourselves and throw away your trash.  You never know when the birds might come for 
you! 
AFTER SCHOOL ATHLETIC CLUBS – There will be a brief (10-15 minute) meeting after school 
this week for each club – Monday is Running Club; Tuesday is Basketball Club; Wednesday is 
Golf Club; and Thursday is Volleyball Club.  Clubs are open to all grades.  
JAMBA JUICE – Help support the Special Ed Program by buying Jamba Juice for $2.00 after 
school every Wednesday in front of the school. 
LUNCH CLUB – Earn CJSF hours by coming to Lunch Club (Room 25) or being a lunch buddy.  
Come see Ms. Sonya or Ms. Lisa in Room 8 for more details. 
AFTER SCHOOL MATH CLUB – MATH CLUB WILL BE FROM 3:00 TO 4:00 P.M. EVERY 
TUESDAY IN ROOM 13 AND THURSDAY IN ROOM 15. 
  
If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions, please email me at: 
CallePTSA@verizon.net 



       
Lisa Snowiss 
Calle Mayor Middle School PTSA President 
"Be the Dream Makers for Our Children" 
  
8th Grade Students Taking Classes at South High –  
Late Start Schedule for South High School – December 2009 Schedule 
December 1, 15 
  
Calle Band and Choir Calendar 
Upcoming performances: 
December 2nd – TMMC Festival of Trees – Jazz Band and Choir – 6 p.m. 
December 8th – Calle Beginning Band – Winter Concert, CMMS café, 6:30 p.m. 
March ? – Middle School Choral Festival, THS, 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
March 4th – South Area Festival, SHS Gym, 7 p.m. 
March 16th – SCSBOA Festival, Armstrong Theater, 9:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
March 27th(?) – Choir Festival and Knotts Trip 
April 2 – 7th – Hawaii Trip and Festival 
April 18th – Opening Day, Port Royal Yacht Club, 2:30 p.m. 
May 5th – SCSBOA Regional Festival, Ontario, California 
May 18th – Spring Concert, Armstrong Theater, 7 p.m. 
May 25, 26, 27, 31st – Mandatory Choir Musical Dress Rehearsals, Café, 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
June 1 – 2nd – Choir Spring Musical, Café, 7 p.m. 
June 24th – 8th Grade Promotion, SHS Gym, 4 p.m. 
 
Please note, student arrival times will be earlier than performance times. 
  
Plan Ahead - Student Free and No School Days 
December 21 to January 4 - Winter Break - No School 
January 18 - Martin Luther King Day - No School 
January 29 - Student Free Day 
February 8 - Lincoln's Birthday - No School 
February 15 - Washington's Birthday - No School 
April 5 - 9 - Spring Break - No School 
May 31 - Memorial Day - No School 
  
Upcoming Events – New Dates Added 
December 1 – South High Late Start 
December 2 – Bulldog Award Assembly 
December 2 – TMMC Festival of Trees, Jazz and Choir performance, 6 p.m. 
December 3 – Honor Roll Event 
December 8 - PTSA Board Meeting, 10:00 a.m., Room 40 
December 8 – Winter Concert featuring the Beginning Band, and  PTSA Association meeting –  

Calle Cafeteria, 6:30 p.m. 
December 15 – South High Late Start 
December 18 – Progress Reports go home 
December 21 – January 4 – Winter Break – NO SCHOOL 
January 12 – South High Late Start 
January 12 - PTSA Meeting 
January 13 – Math Counts Team Qualifying Test 
January 18 - Martin Luther King Day —NO SCHOOL 
January 29 - End of 2nd Quarter 
January 29 - Student Free Day—NO SCHOOL 
February 5 - Report Cards go home 



February 8 - Lincoln’s Birthday—NO SCHOOL 
Feburary 9 - PTSA Board Meeting, 9:30 a.m., Room 40 
February 11 - Bulldog Award Assembly 
February 11 - Honor Roll Event 
February 15 - Washington’s Birthday—NO SCHOOL 
February 23 - PTSA Association Meeting/Honorary  
  Service/Founder’s Day 
 



 A California Distinguished School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 9, 2009 
 
Dear Parents and Students: 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to tell you about an exciting new program at Calle Mayor 
called  the Power Lunch.  During every lunch period time, students have the opportunity to 
complete assignments and get additional support for their classes with Mrs. White, a highly 
trained intervention teacher. 
 
It works like this:  Students are given an admission ticket to attend The Power Lunch by one of 
their classroom teachers.  When the lunch bell rings, students must first eat, then go to their 
Power Lunch appointment in room 21 as soon as possible, if they do not get there during the first 
15 minutes, then they are considered absent.  Work is then completed and admission tickets are 
stamped.  When lunch is over, students get their stamped ticket returned, so they can give it to 
the assigning teacher to prove they completed their assigned Power Lunch period.  When 
students are assigned Power Lunch by different teachers, they must bring all their work to room 
21 and work until all the assignments are finished.  If the work isn’t finished by the end of that 
day, then the student must attend the following day until all the work is completed.   
 
Power Lunch is by invitation only, however, students need to attend; attendance is anticipated 
and expected.  We are urging students to take advantage of this time to avoid other disciplinary 
action and to avail themselves of the opportunity to work with a teacher during the school day.  
If you have any other questions, please contact me at (310) 533-4548 or TSwiger@TUSD.org.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Tabatha Swiger 
   
 
 

TORRANCE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

CALLE MAYOR MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

4800 Calle Mayor  •    Torrance, California  90505-2954  •  (310) 533-4548 



 A 2005 California Distinguished School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 27, 2009 
 
Dear Calle Mayor Parents, 
 
 The purpose of this letter is to inform you of our new Math Club, an after-school program being 
offered to Calle Mayor students, which provides another opportunity for your student to learn the 
essential skills necessary to operate at their appropriate grade-level. As you may know, the goal 
of the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act is to significantly raise student learning and 
achievement, and it has determined that every child must be “Proficient” in the area of 
Mathematics.  
 
As of October 2009, we have students who have not yet achieved proficiency in the area of 
Mathematics. It is the recommendation of our school’s administration, teachers and counseling 
staff, that the students who have not yet achieved proficiency, should attend our after-school 
support club. This club will provide additional instruction in 6th Grade Math, Pre-Algebra and 
Algebra 1, and is being offered free of charge. 
 
The Math Club will be offered Tuesday and Thursday from 3:00- 4:00 pm beginning Tuesday, 
November 2nd. The Math Club will be held in room 13 on Tuesdays and room 15 on Thursdays, 
throughout the course of the year. 
  
Students simply need to report to the appropriate room on Tuesdays or Thursdays for assistance. 
If you have any further questions, please contact our office at (310) 533-4548. 
 
I hope you will take advantage of this fantastic opportunity! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Christopher Sheck       
Principal 

TORRANCE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

CALLE MAYOR MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

4800 Calle Mayor  • Torrance, California 90505 •  (310) 533-4548 



Calle Mayor School Notes
Date:  ___________________

From (Parent Name): _______________________

Student Name:  ____________________________

Student ID# (on Student ID Card):  _____________
Grade (Circle one)  6th   7th   8th
Phone # where parent can be reached: 
_______________

     Will be picked up 
     by  ___________________________________
     at  _____________a.m./p.m.

     Is late due to:  __________________________
     ______________________________________
     ______________________________________

     Will be going home with:
     ______________________________________

     Is returning to school after an absence of
     _____day(s) due to illness.

     Other__________________________________
     ______________________________________
     ______________________________________
     ______________________________________

Signed:
_________________________________________
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Calle Mayor School Notes
Date:  ___________________

From (Parent Name): _______________________

Student Name:  ____________________________

Student ID# (on Student ID Card):  _____________
Grade (Circle one)   6th   7th   8th
Phone # where parent can be reached: 
_______________

     Will be picked up 
     by  ___________________________________
     at  _____________a.m./p.m.

     Is late due to:  __________________________
     ______________________________________
     ______________________________________

     Will be going home with:
     ______________________________________

     Is returning to school after an absence of
     _____day(s) due to illness.

     Other__________________________________
     ______________________________________
     ______________________________________
     ______________________________________

Signed:
_________________________________________
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